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Refill instruction for Brother TN-540/550/570/TN580 Toner Cartridges 

 

 
Use a flathead screwdriver to pop out the large plastic plug found on the side of the side of the cartridge. 
IMPORTANT: You must dispose of any original toner in the cartridge as much as possible before 
refilling. Dispose of toner properly into a trash can, or use a vacuum with a hose for best results 
(if possible). 
Before opening the bottle of toner, turn it upside down and tap it on a table to loosen the toner and allow it 
to flow freely. Remove the cap and pull the seal off the bottle. Attach the funnel cap making to sure it is on 
tightly. Tilt the funnel cap toward the filling hole and insert it into the hole. If the toner stops flowing before 
the cartridge is full, simply remove the toner, close the cap, turn the bottle upside down and tap it on a 
table. Once the cartridge is full, seal the hole with the plug by twisting it until it is completely seated. Now 
gently shake the cartridge side to side to distribute the toner. 
 

 
* For STARTER CARTRIDGES: 

Brother TN550 / TN580 reset gear (sold separately) - required for Brother TN350 / TN580 
STARTER CARTRIDGES. A starter cartridge is the cartridge that ships free with your printer. If 
you purchase the cartridge separately to the printer, you will not require this gear. Since the 
starter cartridges don't always have this reset gear installed, the printer displays a "toner life 
end" message if no reset gear is detected. A reset gear must be installed on any used TN350 / 
TN580 starter cartridge in order for the printer to function properly once the cartridge has been 
refilled. 

 

 
 1. Remove the screws circled in red in the illustration 
above. Carefully detach the panel from the cartridge. 



 
 
 2. Set the flag gear spring on the gear post as shown 
above. Set the small end of the spring on the slot on 
the gear post 
 
 

 
 
3. Place the flag gear on the post and position the spring 
as shown above. 


